NESDIS EEO & DIVERSITY COUNCIL 

MEETING MINUTES

Monday, February 11, 2008

The EEO & Diversity Council meeting started at 1:30pm with opening remarks from the NESDIS DAA, Charles Baker. The following EEO & Diversity Council members, advisors, alternates and employees attended the meeting: Charlie Baker, Donna Anderson, Kay Collins, Mike Abreu, Chris Cartwright, Al Powell, Angela Kuhn, Roger, Sharon Snead, Marian Katz, Patty Mayo, Chuck Wooldridge, Rosemary Pettis, Jean Tomkowicz, Doug Crawford, Al McMath, Jose Gutierrez,  Bob Clark, Barry Mills, Rhonda Paluba, Terry Ford, Cliff Strautman, Mike Galeone, Shyam Bajpai, Sharon Leduc, Vernel Woldu, Kendra Tarver, and Greg Hammer.  
Charlie spoke about attending the NOAA Black History Month program with featured guest speaker, Michael Cottman, with the Black Scuba Divers Association.  He spoke about dives to uncover and do research on the Henrietta-Marie, a sunken slave ship.  Charlie encouraged Council members and employees to attend one of several Black History Month observances during February.
Rosemary gave an update on accomplishments under the NESDIS EEO & Diversity Action Plan including the development and implementation of 2 EEO & Diversity performance elements, advisors showing EEO and diversity themed videos with discussions afterwards, and building a relationship with the Northern Gulf Cooperative Institute and NCDDC in support of their metadata student intern program.  John Cortinas (OAR) and NCDDC will host a cooperative institute open house on February 12.  Rosemary also reported that little progress has been made in developing a scientific symposia proposal for the October 2008 Society for the Advancement of Chicanos and Native Americans in Science (SACNAS) Conference.  Patty Mayo and Ingrid Guch (STAR) did contact Jeff Key with the CIMS and Pablo Clemente Colan, an arctic region expert, as to their potential involvement in the proposal but they were unavailable to participate in today’s meeting.  Chris Fox (NGDC) offered to speak to folks in the Boulder Snow & Ice Data Center and the NOAA regional team that focuses on Alaska as to their potential involvement.  Terry Tielking reported that the NOAA Library may enter into a partnership with SACNAS where they develop products that SACNAS can use. 
Rosemary then reported that her attempts to engage the WFMO in development of a NOAA Workplace Violence Prevention Program were not successful and that we, NESDIS, might consider developing the program ourselves within NESDIS.  There was some general discussion about the idea; the Council approved the idea of NESDIS moving forward on its own. 

Reports 
Kendra Tarver (NCDC) reported that a number of NCDC employees viewed an exhibit on African American life and activities during February.

Alfreda Alexander (OSDPD) showed a video entitled “Autobiography of Martin Luther King Jr.” to about 40 NSOF employees and again at the World Weather Bldg. for about 30 employees. For the rest of the month of February, she will display books, artifacts, and other items related to Black History Month.

Jose Gutierrez (OSO-Wallops) reported that he, Doug Crawford and Al McMath participated in the October 2007 NOAA Disability Awareness Month training conference. Bob (Johnny) Clark brought in a NOAA Faculty and Student Intern Research Program (NFSIRP) summer intern at Wallops who worked with computers and electronics.  Wallops also participated in Career Day in the Accomack School System.

Kim Nye (NGDC) showed a video entitled “The 10 Commandments of Communicating with Persons with Disabilities in January and early February; showings were well attended.  Kim also reported that they are planning to have Susan Marie Franket do her one-woman show, Eleanor Roosevelt, during Women’s History Month (March).  Susan performed as Madame Curie in 2007 at NGDC’07.   The Boulder Labs has announced the start of a diversity book club with.  
Russ Beard, Director of the NCDDC reported out on-going activities in preparation for the launch of the Metadata Student Intern Program, involving NCDDC and the Northern Gulf Institute.  They have about 6 college students from Jackson State University and other schools interested in participating this coming summer.  Russ is also encouraging participation by NMAO and NWS, who also have a presence at Stennis.  He’d like the student intern program to broaden to include interns with other majors such as engineering, physics, biology, business, etc.
Patty Mayo (STAR) reported that 2 brown bags were held at the World Weather Bldg. in November.  One featured a video on communication/difficult dialogues and the other was a presentation by Bruce Ramsey on Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).   The WWB will host a mobile mammogram clinic on March 20.
Keith Amburgey (OSO-NSOF) discussed progress with plans for an NSOF “Bring Your Child to Work Day” on April 24.  NSOF employees have also participated in a high school science fair and in conflict resolution classes.

Angela Kuhn (OCIO) reported that she will mentor summer interns with the American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD) and Microsoft Corp. summer internship program.  Angela was an AAPD/Microsoft summer intern herself in 2006.  The OCIO has also participated in high school science fairs and with the Presidential Classrooms for Young Americans.

Tom Ryan (NODC) reported that NODC will have a diversity pot luck luncheon to celebrate the Chinese New Year.
A suggestion was made to stagger the EEO & Diversity Advisor appointments so that not everyone cycles off at once.  The Council meeting was closed at 3:00pm.
